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MINUTES 

CASCO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 

Present Members:  Stan Pankiewicz, Joe Stevens, Cynthia Goulston, Eric Reeve, Denise Page. 

Absent:  Sue Macker, Keith Teltow. 

Also Present:  Supervisor Ruemenapp, Wayne Baumgartner, Joe Tangari, Craig Harms, Jim Harms. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Reeve. 

 

2. THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The Pledge to the flag was recited. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Member Page, supported by Member Pankiewicz to approve the March 15, 2016 

minutes as presented. 

 Ayes:  Members Pankiewicz, Stevens, Reeve, Goulston, Page. 

Nays:  None. 

Abstain:  None. 

Motion carried. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A motion was made by Member Stevens, supported by Member Goulston to approve the agenda as 

submitted.  

 Ayes:  Members Pankiewicz, Reeve, Stevens, Goulston, Page. 

Nays:  None. 

Abstain:  None. 

Motion carried. 

 

5. COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

6. DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR 

Craig Harms submitted pre-application conference form for a building on Gratiot across from Grande’s, 

formerly Rickert’s Auto Glass, planning to open a crematorium there.  Currently does pre-cast vaults 

through Lenox Cement Products.  This company would be servicing funeral homes.  Closest one is in East 

China, pets only, at Young Funeral Home.  DEQ governs their industry.  They will not be doing pets at that 

facility.  Space is 4,000 sq. feet.  Natural gas is used in the incinerator.   

 

Rod Arroyo will meet with Mr. Harms later this week or next week.  Mr. Harms recommends you talk to 

the neighbors of Young’s facility if there are any concerns.  The building is insulated block.  Only 

crematory services would be housed at that facility.  Mr. Harms and his father are both certified operators 

through the National Funeral Directors’ Association.  DEQ can do random checks.  Business to business 
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contacts, wouldn’t be dealing with the public at that location, just funeral directors.  They would be 

working typical business hours.  They will talk to the Planner and proceed from there. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING 

None. 

 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

A) GENERAL ORDINANCE DISCUSSION 

Member Pankiewicz asked about the Index page, Section 13.26, page 108 is not listed.  This is the 

large solar panel ordinance.  A new index page will be provided. 

 

Member Stevens indicated there have been previous discussions regarding setbacks in Adair and he 

would like to see some of that cleaned up.   

 

Supervisor Ruemenapp indicated there is language regarding the Adair District that allows houses to 

be built close to the road if neighbors are close to the road.  Page 74, B, and Page 75, Section 12.03, 

minimum lot coverage, front yard requirements, rear, feet and height, Supervisor Ruemenapp said 

there are parts of this that he cannot understand and impossible to get a well, septic field, parking lot 

and retention pond in an acre.  Page 73, H, height limitations, does not address industrial.  Height 

limitations of 15 ft. may not be tall enough for a semi or crane.  Page 72, F, R2 use to be one acre, 

everything was changed to two acres about 10 years ago.  Supervisor Ruemenapp believes the intent 

is one acre if there was water and sewer available.  Supervisor Ruemenapp indicated he doesn’t 

believe it reflects the intent of the Township.   

 

Supervisor Ruemenapp asked everyone to review Page 48.  Currently Township doesn’t allow a 

traditional auto repair shop.  You can have an oil change shop.  Doesn’t allow you to paint cars, but 

have a car dealership with a bump and paint shop.  Supervisor Ruemenapp would like the Planning 

Commission to consider auto repair facilities under special land use.  Supervisor Ruemenapp believes 

this language is in there because you wouldn’t want the noise and that type of business in a 

downtown area.   Supervisor would like to focus on A in that section.  Page 51, E, talks about auto 

dealerships in that section, accessory services to dealerships such as painting and rust proofing, you 

can do it if you’re a dealership, but not a stand-alone business.   

 

Member Stevens stated that improvements in auto repair and painting technology may have 

diminished or eliminated the negative effects normally associated with those types of establishments. 

 

Supervisor Ruemenapp would like an ordinance regarding wind farms.  Planner Tangari stated they 

have written ordinances for other municipalities and can present a draft.   

 

Supervisor Ruemenapp would like to look at a draft fireworks ordinance, also stating at some point 

the Planning Commission will have to look at a marijuana ordinance.  Lansing is working on a five-tier 

law currently and the State will eventually regulate it.   

 

Supervisor Ruemenapp would like to review Page 83, 10, the Township has never controlled size of 

the accessory building, but only in the side yard.  Question regarding what does “the extent” mean.  

Supervisor Ruemenapp cannot explain what that means and would like to reword that to be able to 

explain it to others.    
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Member Stevens asked whether Planning Commission should be looking at the sign ordinance.  

Planner Tangari said they will be addressing that with the Township later in the year based on 

recently enacted legislation. 

 

 

10. PLANNER’S REPORT 

None. 

 

11. REPORT FROM COMMITTEES 

Member Stevens stated the Township will be getting bid packages for the expansion of the Township Hall.  

Property owner on Fred Moore Highway contacted SCC Parks and Recreation about development of his 

property for a park.  The matter was discussed and the Board voted to allow Supervisor Ruemenapp to 

look into it, next to the BP Station, accesses the Belle River.  There is Parks money available. 

 

Chairman Reeve reported there is agriculture development legislation being worked on.     

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Member Pankiewicz, supported by Member Stevens to adjourn at 8:33 p.m. 

Ayes:  Members Pankiewicz, Stevens, Reeve, Goulston, Page. 

Nays:  None. 

Abstain:  None. 

Motion carried. 

The next regular meeting of the Casco Township Planning Commission will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 

21, 2016 at the Casco Township Hall, 4512 Meldrum Road. 

 

Joseph F. Stevens, Secretary ______________________________________________________________ 

Christine Ruemenapp, Recording Secretary __________________________________________________ 


